
• 

ALPINE NOTES 437 

1n the Royal Air Force, too, he had a distinguished c.areer. Joining 
~he Oxford University Air Squadron in 1933, he served throughout 
the present war up to the time of his death and during these last years 
he carried out a great many hours of arduous flying service. 

In fact, by the early death of IJord David Douglas-Hamilton, both 
the Alpine world and the Royal Air Force have suffered the loss of a 
n1ost promising mountaineer and of a gallant pilbt. 

E. B. BEAUMAN . 
• 
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THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY : 
• 

V ardy, J. A. . . . .. . .. : . .. . . . . . .. 
Lister, Sir William, K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O. , M.D., 

F.R.C.S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Wilberforce, L. R. . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. 
Bloch, Olaf F., Hon.LL.D. .. . .. . .. . .. . 
Chevalier, P. .. . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. 
Douglas-Hamilton, Squadron Leader Lord David, 

• 
. R.A. F. (killed in action)... . .. .. . .. . 

Year of 
Election 

1887 

1908 
1913 
1931 
1932 

1935 

...t\.LPINE CLUB MEET IN LANGDALE~ The four~h wartime meet was 
held at the Dungeon Ghyll Hotel from July 6 to 20, 1944, and was 
attended by the following for part or all the time : · 

Messrs. J. Z. Bujak, N. M. Clarke, R. S. Dadson, B. Donkin, 
J\{r. and Mrs. J. Donkin, Dr. N. S. Finzi, Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Mears·, 
Mr. and Mrs. N. E. Odell, Prof. and Mrs. H. W. Turnbull, and 
Mr. H. · Booth, and in addition, Messrs. A. Lunn· and G. G. 
Macphee, who were also staying at Dungeon Ghyll, joined in the 
Club's activities. · · 

The two members who travelled overnight from London were 
rewarded for their early start, for as in 1942 the meet started on a 
perfect day, to be followed by a really wet one. The next day (Saturday) 
'vas better and climbs were done on Pavey Ark, Harrison's Stickle and 
Gimmer, after those who had not done so previously had climbed 
Middlefell Buttress, all but one short pitch ; the Middlefell party 
ended by essaying the descent of Gimmer Crag by B route in boots, 
but a great desire for tea resulted in the party doing only half the 
~escent and then taking a short cut home. · 

Sunday, July 9 was wet, but after tea the first of several excursions 
to Scout Crag took place. On Monday as it was not raining the party 
set out for Bowfell Buttress and following 1942 tradition arrived at the 
foot in p_ouring rain, but this year's party' even though no· climb was 
attempted, did complete the ascent of Bowfell, and some even returned 
over Crinkle Crags and were rewarded by improving. \\reather . . Tuesday 
seemed a better day and the party set out for Gimmer, but after pro-
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longed medita~ion at' the foot of the Crag, the majority .decided .the 
S.E. Gully was a suitable climb for the prevailing damp conditions, 
while the minority went to Pike o'Stickle to look for new climbs. 
The majority in due course reached Pike o'Stickle and then demon
strated how ~asy it is to go round in circles in a mist while endeavouring 
to reach Pavey Ark. 

Wednesday was fairly fine and a general desire to walk via Eskdale 
to $cafell manifested itself, and ·only with difficulty could a party be 
found to do some serious climbing. It should be mentioned that some 
of the Scafell party, after climbing the Band, repented of their ways 
and di9. ascend Bowfell Buttress. The climbing ·party, after ascending 
the Rake End Chimney on Pavey Ark, ascended J unifall Buttress on 
Gimmer, though a few pitches had to be avoided owing to wet rock. 

Thursday, July 13 was a c;loubtful day and only two members, who 
climbed the Crescent on Pavey Ark, ventured out before tea ; after 
tea a f\urther visit was paid to Scout Crag, which was once again the 
scene of .most of the Club's activities on Friday as well. Although 
the weather was clearly bad higher up, no rain fell on Scout Crag, 
much to the satisfaction of those who went there, but the bolder mem
bers who went to Bowfell and climbed the Plaque ·Route on the 
buttress also found the weather propitious. 

Saturday, July 15 was sufficiently fine early to tempt the party out, 
but after ascending Tarn Crag Buttress below Stickle Tarn in pouring 
rain, they beat a very ·hasty retreat home. This however was the last 
of the bad weather, and on Sunday, while the virtuous members 
climbed Raven Crag behind the hotel in the afternoon, the others went 
to Scafell and were late for dinner. One party climbed Moss Ghyll, 
finding the rocks slimy ; the others failing in .inist to find Steep Ghyll, 
ascended the Pinnacle via the upper part of Deep Ghyll which was 
equally wet and slimy. · 

Monday was spent on Gimmer and a n':lmber of routes followed on 
the S.E. and W. faces in ascent and descent. Th·e upper part of B 
route was the favourite and at one time the Sentry Box was distinctly 
overcrowded as all three · ropes met there. In the afternoon Bujak 
and ·Turnbull climbed Hiatus, while the upper part of B route was 
again climbed via Oliverson's variation. While returning home Bujak 
climbed the Great Gully and Gwynne's Chimney on Pavey Ark. 

On Tuesday, the party which failed to find Steep Ghyll on Sunday, 
revisited Scafell to climb the Pinnacle correctly via Steep Ghyll and 
Slingsby's Chimney, making an early start. Bujak and Turnbull 
visited Bowfell Buttress and clirp.bed the Central Ro~te, and what they 
hoped would be a new route. near the Cambridge Climb. Unfortunately, 
someone else appeared to have climbed the route bef~re, although no 
description could be found anywhere of it. In addition other members 
cllmbed tP.e Cambridge Climb · and the ordinary route of Bowfell 
Buttress. On Wednesday a further visit was made to Gimmer and A 
and D routes wer~ climbed, but no one displayed a desire to do more 
than one climb on this day. However, on Thursday, Bujak and 

• 
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Turn bull were seen setting off at an early hour, 
Asterisk on Gimmer before the meet broke up. 

intending to climb 
• 

DEATH OF A NEw ZEALAND GuiDE. MARK LYSONS was well known 
to all who stayed at the Waiho, as a guide who was doing good work 
ten years .ago. To readers of the JouRNAL h~ will be known from the 
account of an accident related in A.J. 45· I68 : a story that will always 
.rank high in tales of acci~ents in the High Alps, brilliantly and 
courageously turned from disaster to success. To one who knows the 
country the outstanding thing is the ·absolute efficiency of ev~ry one 
connected with it. · 
· When I met Mark in I934-5 his time was largely taken up with .. 
photography. Not only are his photos some of the best of the district, 
but he had an uncanny knack of developing and printing other people's 
negatives .and selecting the part of a dull negative that would enlarge 
to make a picture. . · 

There was another side of his character : as ·a Diocesan Lay Reader 
he was one of those who made one feel as one first entered the little 

• 

Church at the W aiho that it was indeed a House of God. 
Mark was killed in action in Italy early this year soori C;lfter he 

landed. He was a most attractive person who will always be 
remembered by those who knew him. H~ leaves a wife and family. 

• 
. H. E. NEWTON . 

AN UNRECORDED AscENT. From ·that 'excellent and very reliable 
· Blackwood~s Magazine, June I944, we venture to quote the following 

extract from an· interesting paper entitled ' Days marked in Red ' by 
R. J. Wacher: 

' Another's red-letter day came when he and a companion stood on. 
· the summit of th~ 1\'Iatterhorn, after a guideless ascent up its northern 
face : a tour de force only previously accomplished by a party which 
included the two Lochmattet:s, probably the hest Alpine guides of 
their day. · · 

' The lone amateurs ·had several narrow escapes from injury, if not 
worse, from volleys of stones and ice that casc~ded down the couloirs 
of that grim precipice ; for it is only when those rock-faces are plas
tered with snow and ice, and ordinary climbing conditions may be 
said to be at their worst, that a few hours of safety from such miniatu're 
avalanches can be counted on. The ascent took eleven hours of 
actual climbing.' · 

As is well krtown the first ascent of the Matterhorn's north face 
was acco~plished 6n July 3 I August I, I 93 I by the brothers 
Schmid.1 At:1other ascent took place on July I5-I9, I935 by two 
other amateurs, also German. 2 A third ascent W(\S accomplished on 
July 24, I935 by another German led by the distinguished. Oberland 
guide, Hermann Steuri. 3 None of the Lochmatter family, living or 

1 A.J. 43 · 358, 44· 69 sqq. 
2 A.J. 47· 363. 
8 A.J. 47. 363 the only ascent accomplished in one day. 

• 
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d.ead, has ever, to our certain knowledge, been reckless enough to 
attempt the climb. · Neither have any British climbers, with or without 
guides, ventured on this face up to I939· 

Presumably ' another ' referred to in the text is of British nationality, 
since, of his two companions at dinner in wartime, one secured a 
four-pound trout in the Test, while the other accomplished a 68 round 
on the Old Course at St. Andrews. · 

• 

Can any of our readers elucidate ? 

AN ALPINE INSCRIPTION. In 1910 Mr. G. Winthrop Young was con
sulted by Mrs. ·Tyndall, widow of Professor Tyndall, concerning an 
inscription to be carved. on the stone pillar which she was setting up 
near Belalp in memory of her husband. He suggested th~t he should 
approach Dr. Butler, Master of Trinity Co1lege, Cambridge, who was 
not merely a friend of Tyndal1 and a former fellow member of the 
Alpine Club but also an accepted master in the art of composmg 
inscriptions. As Mr. Young writes, ' With his incomparable patience 
and courtesy, he worked out two alternatives, and then a shorter third 
at my request, in view· of the roughness of the stone.' In the event, a 
short inscription in German "'·as carved on the pillar. In his first . 
letter to Mr. Young, Dr. Butler writes : 

' One would like, if possible, to make reference, however brief, to 
• 

certain points in this remarkable man's men.tal and bodily outfit. I 
cannot forget that he once went up Monte Rosa alone when it was very 
little explored. Some of the points would seem to be : I. Vivacity of 
mind an4 body. 2. Popularity with the Swiss. 3· .Reputation and 
Labours in England as a Phi~osopher. 4· Delight in coming yearly to 
Switzerland. 5. Contributions to our knowledge of the secrets of 
the mountains.' · 

With these thoughts in his mind, Dr. Butler composed the following 
alternatives, hitherto unpublished~ The letter dated May 28, 1910, 
reveals the care and devotion, as well as the grace of scholarship, whieh 
he gave to the task. 
May 28, 1910. 

My dear Geoffrey Young, 

Trinity Lodge, 
Cambridge. 

Here is a third attempt, and I doubt whether I can improve upon it 
by further thought, though I would most gladly, if it were wished, offer 
hints on im.provements suggested by others. I find it difficult to judge 
how many lines and how many letters will look really we-1~ on such a 
granite stone as you describe. Doubtless a design will be made before 
the stone cutter is set to work. Do you think I might be allowed the 
privilege of j u.st seeing this ? I would return it without delay. 

As to my last attempt, which I mark Ill, a few remarks may be 
useful. If the first line is left out and the second retained, redibat 
should be replaced by ven£ebat ; but there is a certain fondness and 
affection in redibat. ' Montium Ac Naturae Amator' might of course 

• 
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ga out, but I rather like ~triking the first note of personality early, even 
before the sketch of his mental and bqdily activity. . . . 

You will observe that_in Ill, I have omitted all reference to his serious 
and famous studies at home contrasting with his strenuous leisure and 
recreation in Switzerland ; also all reference to ~he youthful ardour 
vvith which he clung to the mountains to the last. 

These omissions may be thought serious defects. If so, I may be 
allowed to fall back on I and II. 

Believe me, most truly yours, 
H. MoNTAGUE BuTLER. 

Pray let Mrs. Tyridall see the three Drafts or any one or two of them 
as you think best. 

• 

I. 
Hie Annos Habitabat 

' 

H uc C<;>ntinuis Aestatibus Ex Anglia Veniebat 
IOANNES TYNDALL 

Vir Ingenii Alacritate Corporis Robore Insignis 
Civibus Amicus Pericundus 

Helvetiis Hospes Acceptissimus 
Qui Cum Domi Philosophiae Naturalis 

Subtilissimis Quaestionibus 
Laboriosissime Incumberet . 

Peregre Ita Otio Indulgere ·Gestiebat 
Ut Alpium Suarum 

Altitudines Ascendere 
Arcana _Indagare • 

Leges Intimas Interpretari 
*Summo Ardore Summo Acumine 

Usque Ad Finem Vitae 
Ne Turn Quidem Senex 

• 

Persisteret) p erseveraret 
Natus 

• 
• 

Obiit 
* Puerili Quodam Delectatione 

Senili Prudentia Et Acumine 

II. 
Hie Quotannis Ex Anglia Veniebat 

IOANNES 'rYNDALL 
Vir Et Ingenii Et Corporis Alacritate Insignis 

Qui Cum Domi Philosophiae Naturalis 
Reconditissitnis Quaestionibus 

Laboriosissime Incumberet 
• 

Peregre Ita Otium Capere Solebat 
Ut Alpium Suarum 

Altitudines Ascendere 
Arcana Indagare . 

• 

• 

• 
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Leges Intimas Interpretari 
Puerili Quodam Gaudio 
Usque Ad Finem Vitae 

P ersisteret 
Natus 
Obiit 

• Ill 
Hie Annos Habitabat 

Hue Quotannis Ex Anglia Redibat 
Montium Ac Naturae Amator 

IOANNES TYNDALL 
Vir Et Ingenii Et ,. Corporis 

Alacritate Insignis 
Alpium Suarum Ita Studiosus 

Ut Earum Altitudines 

• 

Natus· 
Obiit 

Impigre Ascenderet 
Arcana Et Leges 

Acutissime Interpretaretur 
\ 

• 

• 

• 

ARMY CADET FoRCE MouNTAIN CouRSE. An experimental ·Moun
tain Course for cadets of the A. C. F. was held in North Wales. during 
ten days of April this year. The Co~rse was under the War Qffice and 
was based at a .military camp. The Climbers' Club kindly lent Helyg 
as an advanced base. The instructors were N. G. Wykes (Com
mandant), T. A. Brocklebank (Chief Instructor), P. Bicknell, A. W. 
Bridge, A. B. Hargreaves, J. L. Longland and A. P. Sinker. Part time 

· help was given by A. Henderson, B. Donkin, N. E. Odell and C. A. 
Elliott. Many valuable data were gained in this important experiment, 
which there is. some hope of using in further courses if certain diffi
culties can be overcome. 

• 

A very full programmt; was carried out. . On Lliwedd, the Horned 
Crag, Route II, Central Gully and East Peak, and several West tPeak 
routes were climbed, nearly all in rather slimy conditions. Several 
parties visited the ldwal Slabs (one cadet went up the Tennis Shoe 
climb), the Central Arete of Glyder Fawr, and various Glyder Fach . 
climbs. The Tryfa~ buttresses were all teeming with cadets almost 
daily, and it was here that some cadets led some rock climbs towards 
the end. Very nearly half of their available days were spent in. rock 
climbing. It was also the aim of the course to teach cadets to move and 
find their way confidently and safely ; for this there were compass 
games, a man hunt, and expeditions in the ~nicht and Silin groups 
as we.ll as Snowdon, the Glyder and the Carnedds. 

Weather was kindly, but nevertheless the cadets' achievement was 
no mean one, since they were not carefully picked, their average age 
was barely I 7, and they n·early all came straight from industrial towns . 

• 
• 

• 

• • 
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Signs of strain had to be expected, but instructors' vigilance was such 
that every cadet was fit to take part in a final expedition over Snowdon 
by groups using five different routes, without any help from instructors. 

The confidence, self-reliance, eye for country and powers of leader
ship, \vhich can be . gained in the hills as now here else, will need no 
stressing to readers of the ALPINE JOURNAL. It is hoped that all this 
and more was demonstrated to theW ar .Office' authorities by this course, 
and that means may be found to build on these promising foundations. 

. T. A. BROCKLEBANK . 
• 

A MouNTAIN ScHOOL. The Mountain School, Central Medi-
terranean Forces, was sited in ·December 1943, at the southern end of 
the Matese group of mountains, as near to the front line as possible. 
The school was housed in a small Italian town, Sepino, situated on the 
slopes 400 feet above the valley. Sepino is a typical Italian village of 
the central Apennines. In this delightful and picturesque village, 
although not always per(ectly hygienic and sanitary, the students lived 
in excellent billets. In other parts of the town were the offices, cook 
houses, mule stables, stores and instructo'r's billets. s ·epino. is 6g8 
metres above sea level and at the end of a steep winding road which 
branches o~ the Campobasso-Benevento road. The siting of · the 
school was both to facilit~te the journeys of students and to take advan
tage of the best group of mountains liberated in Italy at that particular 

• ttme. • 
• 

The Matese group of mountains, covering an area of 25 miles by 
12 miles, at the southern end of which the school was situated, rises to 
its highest point in Mte Milett~, 2030 metres.. There are two other 
peaks over 18oo metres : Mte Mutria and La Gallinola. The main 
roads traversing the Apennines at this part of . It~ly ·rise to between 400 
and 8oo metres. This group of mountains consists practically entirely 
of poor quality limestone, being covered with grass and wooded up to 
1.500 metres. The rock is friable and greasy, the latter making for 
difficulties when climbing in nailed boots. All types of nails are 

. equally bad. Certain outcrops of rock and cliffs of soo feet give these . 
·mountains more character than tpey really have. Most of the in
struction in rock climbiJ?.g is given 9n short cliffs of 20 50 fe.et high, 
there being nothing comparable to the Idwal Slabs or the Great Gable 
aretes which are so ideal for beginners. 

Certain limestone gorges drain the water from the higher mountains 
through the surrounding lower hills usually of about 3 to 4 miles in 
length. They provide really difficult and strenuous courses; and one 
has to be a good swimmer. Frequently the water lies at the bottom of 
a 3500-ft. ravine, the walls of which are only 20 40 feet apart. 
Waterfalls, water shutes, short rock pitches all have to be negotiated, 
and these, with intervening pools that can only b{ crossed by swim
~ing, require a high degree ofstamin~ and training. Roping down into 
a pool surrounded with vertical walls, the depth of which is too much 
to allow one to stand, immediately makes for difficulties in recovering 

• 

• 



• 

-

• 

• 

• 

444 ALPINE NOTES 

the rope. Students remark on the strenuousness of these aquatic 
excursions but of course it is only the swimmers that can enjoy these 
experiences, similar to those found in the limestone gorges of southern 
France. 

In the winter · the mountains are snow covered from the end of 
• November to April, the snow line usually being at about the goo-metre 

level. For variable spells of a few days the snow descends to th~ 
soo-metre level, obstructing the roads. Som~ roads last winter were 
closed for two weeks at 3: time. Supplies to outlying garrisons were 
dropped by air. This winter character of the Apennines is severe 
and similar to the Alps. The snow provides excellent skiing, the 
actual snow conditions being very variable ; but in January one was 
able to ski for 2 5 miles on the best spring corn snow. Three days' 
sunshine were usually sufficient to turn a fresh fall of snow into spring 
snow. Powder snow is rare. Wind slab and packed heavy snow are 
the rule on the northern slopes. Continuous descents of soo metres 
(vertical height) can easily be found and descents of rooo metres 
covering a horizontal distance of three to ~ve miles art, possible. 

Under the summit of Mte Miletto, at a height of rooo metres, is· 
· Lake Matese, which is ice covered from December until March. This 

lake, incidentally, contains trout (rainbow) up to ro lb. in weight. 
Since the c ·ermans withdrew north of .Ro~e, select parties of 

students and instruc.tors have been climbing in the Gran Sasso group 
of mountains. Her~ the rock is comparable to the best quality Dolomite 
limestone and at 28oo metres below the Corno Grande is a small but 
completely genuine glacier. The hard black ice, small crevasses, 
bergschrunds, and even a moulin, all are surprisingly real, but on a 
small scale. The glacier is about half a mile in length. ' 

The Mountain School dr~ws its students froni the junior officers 
and N.C.O.s of practically every different national and military unit 
of the C. M . F. New Zealanders, Indians, Poles, Americans, Canadians, 
Londoners, Scots and Irish, are all represented. Infantry provides the 

• 
majority, but gunners, engineers, doctors, signallers, commandos, 
have all been to the school at some time or other. Fortnight cours~s 
are usual hut occasionally a complete unit is trained in the area for a 
longer time. Frequently groups of instructors forming what is called 
a Mountain Circus go off to train an individual unit at the unit's 
location or whilst it is in the line. The unit is often not situated in 

• • 

mountains at the time of its training, which naturally makes for diffi-
culties when teaching mountaineering. The purposes of the training 
are to show the individual soldier the various ways he can accom
modate, transport, maintain and supply himself in mountainous 
country. Camping, bivouacs, field cooking, route finding, night 
movement, rock climbing, th~ art of descending screes, evacuation "of 
casualties and other medical considerations are all crowded into the 
far too short a period. Clothing, equipment, the ~arriage of weapons, 
the E-verest Carrier and Yukon P~ck are all included. He is taught the 
uses of mules, how to load correctly, feed and look after them. -

• 
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The instructors, American, British, Canadian, even one Swiss and 
one Norwegian, are all keen. Their experience as mountaineers is 
varied. Some have great all round experience, otpers. are specialists. 

· Some are rock climbing fanatics, others are experts on ski. Never have 
I as a doctor and mountaineer enjoyed my work and environment more. 
One feels that perhaps the standard and mountaineering experience of 
the British instructors is lower than it need be. 

In the winter, when there was snow, the student was taught to build 
igloos, snow shelters and other snow accommodation. The arctic tent, 
the us~ of special clothing for cold, the precautions to be taken were all 
taught. Skiing unfortunately could not be .included as the courses 
were too short, but the use and tribulations of snow shoes all students 
experienced. Sv,ow camouflage was demonstrated. 

The student without previous experience of mountains can learn 
really very little about them in the short time the Army has been able 
to spare them for this training, but he is given an idea. He learns that 
mountains are obstacles that can be· overcome, and leaves the course 
without the usual mistaken notion of the non-mountaineer that moun
tains are a drudgery requiring unwarrantable effort, that mountains 
are to be avoided. He looks to the mountains to provide interest and 
pleasure, to assist him rather than obstruct him in his job of making war. 

One feels that it is unfortunate that the ·experience and knowledge 
imparted at the Mountain School are not available to every officer and 
soldier of the various Allied Armies. J. B. J OYCE . 

• 

THE CRoss ON THE DoM. This cross, to which reference was made 
in A.J. 54· 309, has now been placed on the summit of the Dom. It 
was carried from Saas Fee by way of the Mischabel hut, Siidlenzspitze 
and Lenzjoch. A service, attended by about seventy persons, was held· 
on the summit when the cross was erectt.d. 

EXPEDITIONS. We learn that MM. Andre Roch and Rohert Greloz 
· have ascended the · Matterhorn by the Furggen ridge and have made 
the first ascent of the Dent Blanche by the great coutoir of the north

. west face above the Glacier de la Dent Blanche. 

THE HEIGHT OF KILIMANJARO. With reference to a statement last 
year in The Times that Capt. Behrens, as a result of trigonometrical 
observations, gave the height as 19,321 + 6 feet., Mr. N. R. Rice 
writes : ' This height was actually obtained by intersection and 

· obviously co.u[d not be the value of the highest point, which is not visible 
from the Kenya Tanganyika border. The latest value, as the result 
~f hypsometric observations on the summit by Cawley, is 19,580 feet.' 

THE REAPPEARANCE OF A MuLE. Two travellers descending from 
the Cabane ·de Trient discovered near the foot of the Orny Glacier the 
remains of a mule, which fell into ~ crevasse J?.ine years earlier during 
the work of construction at the cabane in 1934. One of the travellers 
had the pleasure of remo'!ing a shoe from the mule, as a talisman 
for future success. 

• 
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